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DAVID, I WANT TO ENSURE NO FAMILY

IS FORGOTTEN THIS HOLIDAY SEASON.

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Dept. LA 24321
Pasadena, CA 91185-4321

Donate now!   SVDPLA.org   (323) 226-9643

m Check enclosed      m  Bill my credit card

m            m            m m

Enclosed is my best gift of $_________ 
to care for families and neighbors in need.

XXXXXXXX(Scan line)XXXXXXXX

Sally Johnson, a 16-year veteran of the sandwich-making 
group, is grateful to serve the homeless and hungry people 
who turn to St. Vincent de Paul for food, programs and 
opportunities to overcome their challenges and rebuild stable 
lives. “Even if we’re only able to reach one person out of 100, 
that’s a lot, and it’s very gratifying,” she says.

Sally is a core member of the group, which 30 years ago 
began preparing food in large pans and serving the homeless in 
front of the Cardinal Manning Center. But soon, the operation 
grew so big that it congested the narrow street, and they 
needed to come up with an alternative.

“Since then, we’ve been making sandwiches.” Sally says. 800 
sandwiches per week, to be exact.

The process is organized, efficient and incorporates a number 
of generous partners. A local vendor provides the sandwich 

meat – turkey, ham, bologna and salami – at a very low cost per 
pound, and bakeries donate leftover bread and pastries. Members 
of the group pick up the products which are then made into the 
sandwiches: 400 on Saturday for distribution on Monday, and 400 
on Tuesday for distribution on Wednesday.

“The most amazing thing about this undertaking is that 
we’re completely self-supported,” Sally says. An annual 
Christmas fundraiser hosted and attended by loyal 
benefactors provides every dollar needed to operate the 
program for the year.

St. Vincent de Paul is grateful for the dedication of these 
women who are providing the important first step in bringing 
hope to our hurting neighbors. Your generosity allows us to 
offer the guidance and resources they need to continue their 
journeys toward new beginnings.
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1,248,000. For a special group of Vincentians from Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, this
number represents not only the incredible amount of sandwiches they have prepared for residents of 
our Cardinal Manning Center and the homeless on the streets surrounding it, but also the satisfaction 

of knowing a single meal – or sandwich – can be the first step toward changing a life for good.

Read their heartwarming story of sharing and caring on Page 4.

Love in Action
“To seek and find the forgotten, the suffering and the deprived.”
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2 A "Christmas Blessing" 4 Rebuild, Restore    
      and Reopen

Hope Begins with a Sandwich
Your donation to this special campaign can be made online 
at svdpla.org/donate/rebuild-camp. Your generosity will 
help ensure no child is disappointed next summer!

HELP US

Rebuild, 
Restore and 
Reopen

On July 8, the Whittier wildfire spread through St. Vincent 
de Paul’s Circle V Ranch Camp, burning our Craft Lodge and 
Health Lodge cabins to the ground and seriously damaging 
our water treatment facility. In the midst of the destruction, 
God blessed us that day, as no children or staff were hurt. 
But Camp was forced to close for the remainder of the 
summer, depriving nearly 1,000 campers of this often life-
changing experience.

Many of the children who attend are from low-income 
families and look forward to Camp all year long long. For 
them, it’s a chance to escape their daily struggles, connect 
with nature and experience acceptance and healing in their 
lives. We must continue to provide this important opportunity.

Our goal is to rebuild, restore and reopen Circle V Ranch 
Camp in time for the first session in the summer of 2018. 
We’re asking for your help to pay for repairs, furnishings and 
equipment beyond what insurance will cover.

CIRCLE V RANCH CAMP!
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Last year, on December 24, we received a call about a 
mother desperate for assistance. Early that afternoon, two 
of our Vincentians drove to South Central LA to what was 
a dilapidated, neglected and abused apartment building. 
Their hearts grew heavy as they anticipated the despair 
they were sure to find inside.

A middle-aged woman opened the door. Her bathrobe 
and shoes were worn out, and her eyes revealed that she 
felt she same way. It took only a few minutes to assess her 
family’s need for food, clothing and replacements for some 
very old and unstable furniture. As she began to understand 
that our volunteers were there to help, they began to sense 
her relief.

Her eyes filled with tears as she accepted the gift cards we 
immediately provided so she could buy gifts for her family 
and food for a Christmas meal. She said our visit was a 
“Christmas Blessing,” and we told her about friends like 
you who make these blessings possible.

Your faithful generosity allows us to meet pressing needs for 
food, clothing, rent and utility assistance, household goods 
and more. With each gift you make, you rekindle the true 
meaning of Christmas every day of the year.

Thank you for your partnership and all you do on behalf 
of families and individuals who are hurting here in our 
community. From all of us at St. Vincent de Paul, God bless 
you and Merry Christmas.

David Fields,
Executive Director
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Council of Los Angeles 

It came as a shock… it’s still hard for 

Gene to believe.

He’d always been a good 

employee. Punctual. Responsible. 

Accountable. But when the 

company he worked for shut its 

doors, none of that mattered.

He figures his age was a key factor 

in his inability to find another job: 

“They look at you and say, ‘I think 

we want John Doe instead. He looks 

a little more strong and can give us 

a few more years.’” After several 

months, Gene struggled to pay his 

rent. His landlord worked with him 

as long as he could but finally told 

Gene he had to go.

“So I lived in my car,” Gene explains. 
“I had no idea of what to do or where 
to go. I was mad… angry… confused.” 

But as he drove the streets of LA, 

his heart softened. Now as one of 

the city’s homeless, he considered 

himself more fortunate than most. 

“I saw guys sleeping on the concrete; 
at least I had a vehicle,” he explains. 

Then rekindling a talent he hadn’t 

used for 30 years, he began to draw 

them… to hear their stories… to pray 

for them. It was also through these 

encounters that he learned about the 

services of St. Vincent de Paul.

He came to our Cardinal Manning 

Center, where – through gifts from 

friends like you – he was grateful 

to have a bed and meals and a place 

to shower while he resumed his 

search for a job. He soon found 

part-time employment and, while 

we assist him in finding affordable 

housing, he is saving all he can to be 

financially prepared when he leaves 

our care. 

While being homeless is a tragedy 
he wouldn’t wish on anyone and 
hopes never to repeat, he plans to use 
his experience to help others. 

 “I want to take everything I’ve 

been able to absorb through my 

own personal journey through 

the homeless community and help 

individuals realize that, regardless 

of your background, your socio-

economic situation or your 

ethnicity, we all have a purpose,” 

he says. 

“And St. Vincent de Paul is 
conducive for helping us make a 
transition back into the mainstream, 
to be able to contribute to society.”

One of the greatest gifts we receive 
here at St. Vincent de Paul is the 
honor of your trust and support.  
When you share your financial 
donations, we know you value our 
ministry and the hope we bring to 
our struggling neighbors.

We simply could not offer our 
gifts of food, clothing, household 
necessities, medical care, rent and 
utility assistance, and more if you 

didn’t first offer your gifts to us. Your 
monetary donations allow us to 
meet our neighbors’ most urgent and 
pressing needs.  

Please give now to help them – 
use the enclosed envelope or give 
securely online at SVDPLA.org.

Thank you for blessing men, women 
and children with joy at Christmas 
and hope for the year ahead.

Giving is the
GREATEST GIFT

A Win-Win Year-End Giving Opportunity
Donating appreciated stock to St. Vincent 
de Paul allows you to take a charitable 
tax deduction for 100 percent of the 
fair market value and avoid the capital-
gains taxes you would pay if you sold the 
stock and donated the cash proceeds. We 
benefit from your thoughtful gift – and 
you get the full benefit of the write-off!

To learn more about making a year-end gift of appreciated 
stock, contact our Development Department at (323) 226-
9643 or gdoyle@SVDPLA.org.

Blessed
on Christmas Eve

Our hearts break when we 
hear of families who have 
no means to partake in the 
holiday celebrations we 
hold so dear… no presents 
for their children or special 
Christmas meal. Your 
gifts can bring them a 
“Christmas Blessing!”

• Through their CHiPs for Kids toy drive, the Southern
Division of the California Highway Patrol will donate
as many as 1,500 toys and will be on hand to help with
distribution.

• Shoe Palace will donate hundreds of pairs of shoes –
from makers like Nike, Jordan, Vans and Adidas – for
children and parents who are in need.

• Navidad En El Barrio will provide 800 baskets of food to
struggling families through the giveaway event and and
at parishes in the Foothills area.

We need you too! See “Giving is the Greatest Gift” on 
Page 3 for how you can join these and other friends of 
St. Vincent de Paul to bring joy to hurting neighbors this 
Christmas.

Partnerships ensure no family is forgotten!

COMPASSION IN ACTION
AT CHRISTMAS...

St. Vincent de Paul is grateful for the assistance of these 
area partners who will help bring relief to hundreds 
of impoverished families in the Lincoln Heights 
neighborhood – including thousands of children – 
through our 2017 Christmas giveaway on December 16.

“
”

I’M GOING ON 58,
and at this juncture in my life,
finding myself homeless…




